
I am appalled by the FCC's decision to consider repealing the cross-ownership
rules that currently prohibit the same corporation or individual from owning
both a newspaper and a TV station in the same geographic area.

For a free press to function, a variety of voices need to be heard.  That's now
impossible within one medium. Most cities have only one newspaper, or at best
two operating under a joint operating agreement that effectively halts
competition.  The broadcast media -- thanks to FCC and congressional
acquiescence -- have fallen into the hands of an incredibly small number of
people as well.

The ban on cross-ownership is one of the few things preventing a situation
arising in which all of our information comes from a single source.  With the
ban, newspapers, independent of TV stations, can be watchdogs against abuse by
those TV stations, and vice versa.  Without it, that will no longer be possible.

Eliminating the ban benefits only the tiny number of Americans and foreigners
(such as Rupert Murdoch, who has been lobbying you to repeal the ban) who own
the mass media in this country.  Keeping the ban benefits everyone else.

Remember we all own the airwaves. They are public property.  It is the job of
the FCC to shepherd this public property, not simply give it away to the highest
bidder.

I urge you to maintain the cross-ownership ban.


